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“Fencing is an essential component of any gardens, providing 
privacy, security, and aesthetic appeal. Given the UK's varied 
climate, from sun-filled summers to wet and windy winters, 

maintaining your fence is crucial to extend its life and keep it looking 
its best. This comprehensive guide delves into the specifics of 

fencing aftercare, including recommended products and 
techniques.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 1: Understanding Fencing Materials 
 
Before diving into aftercare, it's important to understand the most 
common fencing materials in the UK and their specific maintenance 
needs. 

 
 
 

Timber Fencing: Timber is a popular choice for its natural 
beauty and versatility. However, being organic, it's susceptible to 
weathering, rot, and pests. 

 
Metal Fencing: Metal fencing, including wrought iron, 
aluminium, and steel, offers durability and strength. It requires 
different care, mainly focusing on rust prevention and paint 
upkeep. 
 
Composite Fencing: Composite materials combine wood fibres 
with plastic to create a durable, low-maintenance fencing option 
that mimics the look of natural wood. 

 
 



 

 

Chapter 2: Timber Fencing Aftercare 
 
 
• Initial Treatment 
 
After installation, it is good practice to apply a wood preservative, 
available upon request. Products like Cuprinol Ducksback and 
Ronseal Total Wood Protection are formulated to penetrate deep into 
the wood, providing protection against rot, decay, and insect attack. 
 
 
• Regular Maintenance 
 

1. Cleaning: Annually clean your fence with a mild detergent 
and water to remove dirt, algae, and mildew. For tougher 
stains or mildew, a product such as Ronseal Fence Life Plus 
can be effective. 
 

2. Reapplication of Preservative: Every 2-3 years, reapply a 
wood preservative to maintain the fence's integrity. If you 
notice signs of wear or discoloration sooner, address these 
areas promptly. 

 
3. Painting or Staining: To add colour or enhance the natural 

look of your timber fence, use stains or paints designed for 
outdoor wood. Cuprinol Garden Shades offers a variety of 
colours, providing beauty and protection. 

 
 

• Seasonal Care: 
 

1. Winter Preparation: Check for and repair any damage before 
winter. Ensure that the fence is clean and dry before applying 
any protective coatings. 
 

2. Post-Winter Inspection: After winter, inspect your fence for 
any weather-related damage and address as necessary. 



 

 

Chapter 3: Metal Fencing Aftercare 
 
Metal fencing's main adversaries are rust and paint deterioration. 
Proper care can prevent these issues. 
 
 
• Rust Prevention and Treatment 
 

1. Initial Protection: Apply a rust-inhibiting primer, such as 
Hammerite Direct to Rust Metal Paint, upon installation or 
when bare metal is exposed. 

 
2. Regular Inspection: Look for signs of rust, especially in joints 

and crevices. Early detection is key to preventing spread. 
 

3. Rust Removal: Use a wire brush or sandpaper to remove rust. 
Then, apply a rust-inhibiting primer followed by paint. 
 

 
 
• Painting 

 
1. Choosing Paint: Select a high-quality paint designed for 

outdoor metal, like Dulux Weathershield for metal, which offers 
durability and weather resistance. 

 
2. Application: Follow the manufacturer's instructions for 

application, typically recommending dry, mild conditions for 
painting. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chapter 4: Composite Fencing Aftercare 
 

 
Composite fencing is prized for its low maintenance, but some care 
is still necessary to keep it looking its best. 
 
 
• Cleaning 

 
1. Routine Cleaning: Use soapy water and a soft brush or cloth 

to clean your composite fence. For stubborn stains, products 
designed for composite materials, such as Composite Clean by 
CompositeDeckCleaner, can be effective. 

 
2. Pressure Washing: If permitted by the manufacturer, a 

gentle pressure wash can remove built-up grime without 
damaging the fencing. 
 
 
 

• Damage Repair 
 
3. Scratches and Marks: Consult the manufacturer for the best 

approach to repairing scratches, as composite materials can 
vary. Some scratches may fade over time. 

 
 
 

 
 

Chapter 5: General Fencing Aftercare Tips 
 
 

Vegetation Control: Keep plants and shrubs trimmed back from 
your fence to prevent moisture build-up and potential damage. 
 

 



 

 

Gate Care: Regularly check gates for proper alignment and ease 
of operation. Lubricate hinges and latches as needed to prevent 
rust and ensure smooth functionality. 

 
Security: Inspect your fence for security vulnerabilities, 
especially after severe weather events, and make necessary 
repairs to maintain the safety of your property. 

 
 

 
 

 

Chapter 5: Troubleshooting Common Issues 
 

 
Algae and Mildew: In the damp British climate, algae and 
mildew can be problematic. For timber decks, use a specialised 
algae remover followed by sealing. For composite, regular 
cleaning with the right cleaners should suffice. 
 
 

 
Fading and Weathering: Timber decking may require re-
staining to address fading. Composite decking is designed to 
resist fading, but colour changes can occur. Consult the 
manufacturer for advice on dealing with significant fading. 
 
 

 
Structural Concerns: Regularly check the substructure for both 
types of decking. Immediate attention to any signs of weakness 
or rot (for timber structures) is necessary to maintain safety and 
deck integrity. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Conclusion: 
 

 
Fencing aftercare is a crucial aspect of garden maintenance that 

shouldn't be overlooked. By choosing the right products and 
adopting a consistent care routine, you can significantly extend the 
life and appearance of your fence, regardless of the material. This 
guide aims to empower UK homeowners with the knowledge and 

tools needed to protect their privacy and investment, ensuring their 
fencing remains a lasting and beautiful boundary for their homes. 

 
 

 


